Denver Recorder Society
September 2019

A Chapter of the American
Recorder Society

For more information about the Denver Recorder Society, visit
our website at: www.denverrecordersociety.org
This Month's Program:
"It don't mean a thing if it ain't got that swing":
Start off a new season with the Denver
Recorder Society with a session of jazz and
blues-influenced pieces by Glen Shannon,
Lance Eccles, and others.

September Meeting:
DATE: Sunday, September 15, 2019
TIME: 2:00-4:30
PLACE: Unity Spiritual Center
3021 S. University Blvd., Denver

Leader for this Meeting:
Jennifer Carpenter
Jennifer Carpenter's love for the

recorder began while earning her
Bachelor of Music in clarinet
performance at the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro. Her pursuit of
early music studies brought her to study
at the University of North Texas where
she received a Master of Music degree
in musicology with an emphasis in early
music performance and is ABD (all but
dissertation) for her PhD in the same
field from UNT.
As a recorder player, Jennifer performs
regularly as a soloist and in early music
ensembles in both Texas and Colorado.
She is a member of Parish House
Baroque, Colorado Springs' early music
ensemble, which performs concerts
along the Front Range. She enjoys
teaching as much as performing. In

addition to teaching private lessons,
both in person and online, and
coaching ensembles, Jennifer has
been on the faculty of early music
workshops in TX, CA, NM, CO, and
AZ. Her enthusiasm for working with
amateur recorder players as led her
to serve on the Board of Directors of
the American Recorder Society.
Jennifer was the music director of the
Dallas Recorder Society from
2009-2014 and continues to mentor
and coach ARS chapters across the
country. She is also the president of
the Board of Directors for the
Boulder-based early music ensemble
Seicento Baroque Ensemble. Happily
a resident of Colorado Springs, CO,
she is enjoying integrating into the
early music scene on the Front
Range.

MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT:

Sharon Bolles
Welcome back to another Denver
Recorder Society season!! I hope your
summer was fun, and you enjoyed some
music as a part of your summer. I also
hope you are more than ready to come
back to our monthly sessions on
September 15, and come play with us!
To keep this message reasonably short
(and keep you reading on!), I will give
you some highlights of the summer
here, with details found further on in the
newsletter.
We have a very special leader for our
first meeting….and for several more
meetings this season. Several more,
you say?! What……??? Keep reading!!
We have an announcement of a new
board member, in a new position! The
new member is Gail Nickless, who most
graciously agreed to join the board in
this new position. Read on for more
information about Gail and how she will
be helping us.
The board met several times over the
summer, brainstorming ideas to make
our little band of recorder players even
jollier and more musical than ever! As
you probably know, we called a
business meeting with members in

August, to run some of those ideas
past them and to hear what they
would like to see happen.
A new recorder DRS quartet formed
late last season and played their first
performance this summer. Wonder
who was in that…. And how did they
get asked to perform so early in their
“career”. Hmmmm.
I hope I piqued your curiosity. Happy
reading!!
I look forward to seeing all of you at
our meeting. Did I mention it’s on
September 15th?!?! See you then!!
~ Sharon

Jennifer Carpenter
As you may notice on our calendar
for the year, we will be seeing more
of Jennifer Carpenter this year. Her
sessions were well received in the
past, and we are excited she is
directing more sessions this year. I
am sure those who attended
Jennifer’s sessions in the past can
attest to the energy, knowledge and
enthusiasm she brings. We are
indeed fortunate to have a nationally
sought talent in our area willing to
share her talents with us. Let’s
extend a hearty welcome to
Jennifer!!!

Board Announcement
The board is announcing the addition of
a new position, along with the
appointment of Gail Nickless to that
position. Please join us in welcoming
her to this position. As you can see
from her background, she brings a lot to
our group and now to the board.
Welcome, Gail!!!
Gail is editor of American Recorder, the
quarterly magazine of the American
Recorder Society. Gail moved to the
Denver area to become Executive
Director of the ARS in March 1994; in
summer 2002, she shifted to working
from home on AR. Even though playing
the recorder is not a requirement for
either job, she has done so for over 30
years. For a dozen years, she was
founding artistic director/ performer with
the Texas Tech Recorder Ensemble,
and also piccoloist with the Roswell
(NM) Symphony Orchestra. She played
Baroque flute and recorder for a decade
in the faculty/staff Texas Tech Baroque
Ensemble. For the past couple of years,
she has informally worked with DRS
Board members to plan and hold
chapter workshops. This new outreach
position is a more official and expanded
role, in which Gail hopes to build on the
chapter's previous efforts to hold events
outside the scope of the monthly
meetings, recruit new members to
attend all chapter events and meetings,
and generally communicate with the
community.

Business Meeting
On August 24 the board held a
business meeting. This was open to
anyone who was interested in our
organization, regardless of whether
they are current members. The
purpose was to talk about a number
of ideas and changes to enhance our
playing season and benefit the group
in general. A very small but
energetic and engaged group
attended. We had excellent
discussions and talked about
numerous ideas that are in the
process of being implemented.
Several people who could not attend
but wanted to contribute sent in some
great suggestions as well.
Unfortunately, we were unable to get
to their suggestions in the meeting
during the available time. Those
suggestions will be addressed in the
near future. A BIG thanks goes out
to all who participated and are
interested in the success of our
organization!!!

The Victorian Age is over
Social moments count during
chapter meetings, so the Denver
Chapter has always taken its
refreshments one step beyond the
norm--thanks to faithful member Victoria
Taylor, who has arrived early and
tastefully provided refreshments for the
chapter breaks for about a decade!
(Read Paul Brunson’s article, linked
from the November 2011 American
Recorder, describing Victoria Taylor’s
sumptuous spreads: https ://
americanrecorder.org/docs/
DENChap_victoria.pdf.)
Due to personal commitments,
Victoria can no longer continue to be at
every meeting and provide
refreshments. Those chapter members
who were around in the late 1990s and
earlier will remember that, before the
age of Victoria, we passed around a
sign-up sheet so that members could
bring refreshments to each meeting. We
will return to that scenario starting with
the meeting in September, but using
technology to help us.
For 2019-20, each member can
promise to bring one item (sweet, salty/
cheese, drink) during the season of
meetings. Click below to sign up:
Sign up to bring refreshments

You will receive a reminder e-mail
a few days ahead of the date for which
you've signed up.
Questions? E-mail Gail Nickless,
gailnickless@earthlink.net.

GROUP UPDATES:

Highlands Chamber Orchestra
The HCO played a concert Labor
Day weekend at the Highland Event
Center. We played Corelli, Loelliett
and Corbet. The Highland Center is
a very nice venue. Bill Conklin,
willieco@aol.com
4's Company
There is a new DRS quartet in town!
It is called 4’s Company and is made
up of Woody Colahan, Janet
Handmaker, Sharon Bolles and Gail
Nickless. Earlier this summer Porter
Hospital requested music
entertainment from DRS for one of
their summer brown bag lunches as
part of the Porter Hospital Concert
Series. 4’s Company decided they
could put something together,
especially if they had another group
to share the hour. Luckily, the wellknown Now & Then quartet agreed to
do just that. Now & Then is
comprised of Pam Grotegut, Rebecca
Beshore, Joyce Shambaugh and Ann
Sprague, some of whom are or have
been DRS members. The
performance was a success, with
smiles seen as people watched or
walked by. The host of the concert
reported a number of people
commented to the effect that “This
isn’t third grade recorder playing!”

September 2019 Newbies

The Denver Recorder Society seeks a
social media volunteer to expand and
maintain components of the chapter's
online presence--in order to
communicate more widely with potential
members and to promote the chapter's
activities (such as meetings and
workshops) as widely as possible to the
local community. The volunteer should
have the ability to work well in a team as
well as unsupervised; few, if any,
meetings would be required, although
the social media volunteer would need
to communicate closely with chapter
board members, in particular the
outreach coordinator. Discussions of
online services on which to focus
currently include the Denver Recorder
Society's Facebook group as a way to
gather feedback from current chapter
members and also to communicate with
potential members; expansion to other
online social tools such as MeetUp have
been mentioned. To start, this role may
require the equivalent of an hour each
week at the volunteer's convenience.
Please consider whether you (or
someone you know!) might be willing to
help with this vital piece of the chapter's
outreach efforts. whether you (or
someone you know!) might be willing to
help with this vital piece of the chapter's
outreach efforts.

Bill Urban will host the Newbies for
the September meeting. Bill was born
in 1941 in Csepel, Hungary, now
incorporated into Budapest. Due to
the war, he was forced to flee to
Austria and then later to northern
Germany. It was in Germany that he
joined a mandolin orchestra where
only Tablature was used. His
grandmother bought him an
accordion and he had two lessons.
He excitedly showed his skill at
reading music to his mandolin
teacher, who reacted by promptly
kicking him out of the mandolin
orchestra. Bill immigrated to the
United States in 1956, settling in
Yonkers. There he learned to play
the euphonium, performing
Rhapsody in Blue at his first high
school concert. Bill began playing the
recorder in the 70s when he joined
the DRS. His membership was
interrupted for a period of time by a
move to Florida.
Bill will lead the Newbies in easy
round playing. He hopes you will
attend, because he thinks it will be a
lot of fun. To receive the music ahead
of time, please contact Bill at
bill_denver@hotmail.com.
Sunday, September 15, 2019
12:45 to 1:45 pm, Second floor
Unity Spiritual Center
3021 S. University Blvd, Denver
Enter South door - Please bring a
music stand if possible.

Upcoming Session Dates:

We want your
feedback!

October 20, 2019

Greetings!

November 17, 2019

Denver Recorder Society is
committed to bringing you engaging
programming and responding to your
feedback. Please click below to share
any comments (positive or negative)
about the September 15, 2019
Meeting. Your name is optional; your
comments are otherwise anonymous.

December 15, 2019
January 19, 2020
February 16, 2020
March 15, 2020
April 19, 2020
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!

Click here to offer September
feedback

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the
mind, flight to the imagination and life to
everything.
~ Plato

2019-2020 MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT FORM
DENVER CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RECORDER SOCIETY (ARS)
MEMBER INFORMATION
Name:
Street Address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Home Phone:
Cell Phone:
Email Address:

GENERAL INFORMATION
Are you a National ARS member?

Yes_____

No_____

Please specify your interests by circling any of the following that apply, and adding any additional skills
Recorders played: Sopranino

Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass

GB

CB

Skill level: Beginner Advanced Beginner Intermediate Advanced Intermediate Advanced
Other instrument or voice skills:
Would you be interested in joining and/or starting a small group to play outside Chapter meetings? Yes___
If yes:
What area(s) of town would you be willing to play in?
What skill level(s) interest you?
What instruments?
What genre (early music, jazz, etc)?
Other information that would be helpful in getting a group together

No___

DUES
Denver Chapter dues for 2019-2020 season

$30

OPTIONAL: Donation to the Denver Chapter (fully tax deductible)
Standard delivery of Denver Chapter monthly newsletter is via website; preferred & free

$0

OPTIONAL: Postal delivery of monthly Newsletter @$8
TOTAL

$

OPTIONAL (separate check): 1) ARS National dues for twelve months, individual @$50
OPTIONAL (separate check): 1) 2)ARS National electronic membership*, 1 year @$45
1) National ARS recently requested members renew online if possible, to avoid due date conflicts & confusion in submitting separate checks to
the Chapter.
2) No hard copy of American Recorder magazine, Newsletter or Members’ Library. The publications are available for download.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Denver Chapter ARS
Mail to:
Woody Colahan
1636 S Winona Court
Denver, CO 80219

For information about the benefits of joining the national ARS, as well as special rates for first-time members and long-term memberships,
check out this link: http://americanrecorder.org Please make your national dues check out to American Recorder Society. You can turn your
check (and membership form, if applicable) by mailing to Woody Colahan to address on this form for chapter membership dues.

